THE  LETTERS  OF  KINO  HENKY VIII

ing to the same, ye will be to him comforting, aiding, helping,
and assisting, as we specially trust you.

Given under our Signet, at our Castle of Windsor, the 28th
day of March.

With this last letter written on his behalf by Henry, Wolsey
passes from the story. On November 4, 1530, he was arrested
at York on the charge of treason* He died at Leicester on his
journey towards the Tower, * an old man broken with the storms
of state '.

To return, however, to the Parliament which was to be
known to history as the Reformation Parliament, and was to sit
for those seven years which H, A. L. Fisher describes as * one
of the few epoch-making periods in the history of English
legislation*. Unpropitious as the moment might seem, when the
country as a whole was sympathizing with Katharine as the
injured wife, actually it was the precise moment for Hcnry*s
purpose. By revoking the King's cause to Rome the Pope
turned a moral into a national and political issue, and so focused
to a point the English anti-clerical feelings which had been
steadily accumulating for more than a century, and which
Wolsey alone had held in check. Henry himself, in various
letters, does not scruple to threaten the Pope with the secession
of his realm. Writing to Benet on April 23, 1531, he instructs
him:

as of your self privily say to the Pope, that ye be advertised
from your friends out of England, such as be learned in the
laws and of our counsel, that it were the plainest entry the
Pope might make to the destruction of his whole authority
here, to strike upon this point, to call us to Rome, for that
will in no man's ears sound well, and that the lawyers indeed
think and will counsel us, to the defence thereof.

He is instructed also to say that

here lieth a great number in wait to hear of open dissension
between the Pope and us; and as soon as that trumpet blow-